
 
 
 

MAMBO! GUIDELINES 
 
 
 
 
Mambo! is a series of working papers published by IFRA’s researchers and grantees. They present the 
results of fieldwork research and provide our readers with field materials and preliminary analyses in social 
sciences that relate to East Africa.  
 
A Mambo! paper is meant to explore part of the author's research. It gives insight into methodological 
issues, the use of field materials and some initial results of ongoing research that may subsequently be 
expanded on in an academic article. 
 
Mambo! papers can be read online (https://mambo.hypotheses.org) free of access and paper copies may be 
printed and published as well. 
 
Articles should not exceed 3,000 words. 
 
Authors should: 
 
- Provide a short bio (3 sentences max): names, university, main topics and current research.  
- Provide a brief abstract (10 sentences) summing up their text and at least 5 keywords. 
- Provide at least one illustration (graph, sketch, map, photo, etc.), color or black and white, and of good 
quality. Illustrations must be provided to the editor in JPEG if possible. All illustrations (especially 
graphics) must be titled, specify their source and, if necessary, captioned. Illustrations should be copyright 
free. In case of any doubt, we will not publish the illustration. 
 
Articles must meet the following requirements: 
 

1. Use the Chicago Style System: 
 https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide/citation-guide-2.html 

• You will use in-text citation when referring to a book:  
ex. (Grazer and Fishman 2015, 12) or (Smith 2016, 315-316; Thoreau 2016, 177-178) 

• At the end of the article, all the references cited in the text will be listed in a reference list entry called 
Bibliography – please refer to the Chicago style for the Bibliography references formatting. 
 

2. Structure of the paper 
• Articles are divided into different sections (each with a title) and must start with an introduction and 

end with a conclusion. 
• Footnotes should not exceed 15. They should be used mostly for short insights, comments or further 

details. If you need to quote an author within a footnote, use the in-text citation system. 
• The first footnote can be used as an introductory presentation of the research context, e.g. place and 

duration of field work, methodology and goals, and any additional relevant information. 
 


